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MARRIAGE BY PURCHASE
Some months ago The Statesman opened its columns to-
a discussion of the dowry system prevalent among many-
castes almost all over India, and dealt with it editorially. I
used to write on the cruel custom often enough in the-
columns of the Young India. The cuttings from The-
Statesman revives the cruel memories of what I used to
know then. My remarks were aimed at deti leti as the-
custom is known in Sindh. Enough educated Sindhis were
found who exacted large sums of money from parents who
were anxious to see their daughters well married..
The Statesman has carried on a crusade against the custom,
in general. There is no doubt that the custom is heartless.
But so far as I am aware it does not touch the millions. The
custom is confined to the middle class who are but a drop
in the ocean of Indian humanity. Whenever we talk of evil
customs, we usually think of the middle class. The millions;
living in the villages have their customs and woes of which
we have as yet but little knowledge.
This, however, does not mean that one may ignore the
dowry evil because it is confined to a comparatively small
number of the people of this country. The system has to
go. Marriage must cease to be a matter of arrangement
made by parents for money. The system is intimately con-
nected with caste. So long as the choice is restricted to a
few hundred young men or young women of a particular
caste, the system will persist, no matter what is said against
it. The girls or boys or their parents will have to break the
bonds of caste, if the evil is to be eradicated. Then the age
for marrying has also to be raised and the girls have to*
dare to remain spinsters, if need be, i.e. if they do not get a
suitable match. All this means education of a character that
will revolutionize the mentality of the youth of the nation.
Unfortunately the system of education has no connection
with our surroundings which, therefore, remain practically
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